
It might seem too early to talk about the slowly approaching 
summer months—like a cruel tease when it’s 15˚ outside and the 
wind is howling like the dickens—rest assured, we’re not trying to 
get your hopes up when we still have months of cold to endure, this 
news was just too good to not share!
 We are pleased to announce that beloved chef and author 
Ruth Reichl will visit McLean & Eakin for a luncheon event on 

Thursday, June 4th from noon to 2:00 
p.m. We’re still hammering out the 
details of this event, so stay tuned. 
Ruth is visiting to celebrate the 
paperback release of her first novel, 
Delicious!. Reichl’s New York Times 
bestselling fiction debut about sisters, 
family ties, gourmet food, and a young 

woman who must finally let go of guilt and grief to embrace her 
own true gifts is a dazzling addition to Reichl’s beloved memoirs 
that have long illuminated the theme of how food defines us.
 Billie Breslin has traveled far from her California home 
to take a job at Delicious!, the most iconic food magazine in New 
York and, thus, the world. When the publication is summarily shut 
down, the colorful staff, who have become an extended family for 

Billie, must pick up their lives and move on. 
Not Billie, though. She is offered a new job: 
staying behind in the magazine’s deserted 
downtown mansion offices to uphold the 
“Delicious Guarantee”—a public relations 
hotline for complaints and recipe inquiries—
until further notice. What she doesn’t know 
is that this boring, lonely job will be the 
portal to a life-changing discovery.

 Delicious! carries the reader to the 
colorful world of downtown New York 

restaurateurs and artisanal purveyors, and from the lively food shop 
in Little Italy where Billie works on weekends to a hidden room 
in the magazine’s library where she 
discovers the letters of Lulu Swan, a 
plucky twelve-year-old, who wrote 
to the legendary chef James Beard 
during World War II. Lulu’s letters 
lead Billie to a deeper understanding 
of history (and the history of food), 
but most important, Lulu’s courage 
in the face of loss inspires Billie to 

come to terms with her own issues-the panic 
attacks that occur every time she even thinks 
about cooking, the truth about the big sister 
she adored, and her ability to open her heart 
to love.
Ruth Reichl was born and raised in 
Greenwich Village. She wrote her first 
cookbook at 21, and went on to be the 
restaurant critic of both the Los Angeles 
Times and the New York Times. She 
was Editor-in-Chief of Gourmet Magazine for 
ten years. She is also the author of Garlic and Sapphires, Comfort 
Me With Apples, Tender at the Bone, and For You, Mom, Finally, 
including countless other cookbooks she has authored or edited.
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Complex novel of blood, crime, 
passion, and vengeance, set in 

Cuba and Ybor City, Florida, during 
WWII. Avail 3/10

A lost gospel, a contentious relic, 
and a dying pope’s final wish 

converge to send two brothers—
both Vatican priests—on an 
intellectual quest to untangle 

Christianity’s greatest historical 
mystery. Avail 3/3

Highly anticipated sequel to  , 
the second  in an epic trilogy of 

blood and race, family and justice, 
featuring Southern lawyer Penn 

Cage. Avail 4/21

Kids Book Club

We welcomed area native and 
NYT bestselling author W. Bruce 
Cameron to the store in November 
to celebrate his 

Have a child in 3rd—5th grade who is an avid reader? Martha 
Radcliffe, retired Petoskey Public Schools elementary school 
teacher, and coordinator of our Kids Book Club, affectionately 
known as the Radcliffe Reading Society, would love to see 
them at RRS! These spirited discussions happen the fourth 
Wednesday in January, February and March from 3:30 to 
4:30. RRS is free and include refreshments.  

Rose Howard is 
obsessed with 
homonyms (words that 

are pronounced the same but have different 
meanings). She purposely gave her dog 
Rain a name with two homonyms (Reign, 
Rein).  Not everyone understands Rose’s 

obsessions, her rules, and the other things that make her 
different—not her teachers, not other kids, and not her single 
father. When a storm hits their rural town Rain goes missing. 
Hearts will break and spirits will soar for this powerful story.  

Monstrous machines 
rule the Earth, but 
a few humans are 
fighting for freedom. 
With the approach of his thirteenth birthday, 
Will Parker expected to attend his Capping 
ceremony and to become connected to the 
Tripods—huge three-legged machines—that now control all 
of Earth. Will sets out for the White Mountains, where people 
are said to be free from their control. The longer he’s away 
from his home, the more the Tripods look for him…and no 
one can hide forever. 

This riveting new series 
defies what you think 
you know about the 
world of magic. All his 

life, Call has been warned by his father to stay 
away from magic. If he succeeds at the Iron 
Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he 

is sure it can only mean bad things for him. So he tries his 
best to do his worst—and fails at failing. The Iron Trial is just 
the beginning, for the biggest test still to come... 

Reserve a spot for your child by calling us or sending us an 
email at books@mcleanandeakin.com. 

We’re Already Gearing Up for a Fabulous 2015 Event Season!

The Book Beat
James Patterson’s books have sold more than 300 million copies.  
He was a PhD candidate at Vanderbilt. He’s been writing since 1976. 
He’s written over 95 novels. He holds the record for the most NYT 
bestselling novels at 76. He has set up scholarships at three colleges! 
He also launched a “Save Our Books” Campaign promoting free 
speech. And there’s that little thing he did where he decided to give 
independent bookstores across the nation $1,000,000.
 Why is he so generous with bookstores?  Why would he give 
away $1,000,000 hard-earned dollars? Because he wants something 
as idealistic as independent bookstores across the nation to succeed! 
He sees the importance in what we bring to a community. We cannot 
believe we have been honored with a grant from him to improve the 
infrastructure of our book fair business.
 Currently, we provide book fairs to multiple counties in our 
area.  We give back a percentage of the total sales to participating 
schools, we offer individual classrooms catalogs to choose from, and 
so far, we’ve given over $10,000 back to community schools through 
our book fairs.  With this grant we will be able to improve our point-
of-sale systems at book fairs, get better equipment for transporting 
all of those books, and most importantly, reach more schools so that 
they can get quality free books from a local source. It seems like 
a reasonable concept, but so many schools are stuck with “cruddy” 
books at their book fairs, and we are so honored when they choose 
to employ us so they can bring great stuff to their students. 2015 is 
going to be a banner year for McLean and Eakin Book Fairs, and it’s 
all thanks to James Patterson.  We could not be more honored and 
humbled by his incredible generosity. Thank you again.
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LEAVING BEFORE THE RAINS 
COME by ALEXANDRA FULLER
A child of the Rhodesian wars and daughter 
of two deeply complicated parents, 
Alexandra Fuller is no stranger to pain. But 
the disintegration of Fuller’s own marriage 
leaves her shattered. Looking to pick up the 
pieces of her life, she finally confronts the 
tough questions about her past, about 
the American man she married, and about 
the family she left behind in Africa. Avail 
1/22/15.

THE SECRET WISDOM OF 
THE EARTH by CHRISTOPHER 
SCOTTON
After witnessing the death of his younger 
brother in a terrible home accident, 14-year-
old Kevin and his grieving mother are 
sent for the summer to live with Kevin’s 
grandfather. In this peeled-paint coal town 
deep in Appalachia, Kevin quickly falls in 
with a half-wild hollow kid named Buzzy 
Fink who schools him in the mysteries and 
magnificence of the woods. The events of 
this fateful summer will affect the entire town.  
Avail 1/6/15.

THE EMPTY THRONE 
by BERNARD CORNWELL
Britain, early tenth century AD: a time of 
change. There are new raids by the Vikings 
and turmoil among the Saxons. A younger 
generation is taking over. The ruler of Mercia, 
is dying, leaving no legitimate heir. The West 
Saxons want their king, but Uhtred has long 
supported Athelflaed, sister to King Edward 
of Wessex. Widely loved and respected, 
Athelflaed has all the makings of a leader—
but could Saxon warriors ever accept a 
woman as their ruler? The stage is set for 
rivals to fight for the empty throne. Avail 
1/6/15

SWEETLAND 
by MICHAEL CRUMMEY
The epic tale of an endangered Newfoundland 
community and the struggles of one man 
determined to resist its extinction. The 
scarcely populated town of Sweetland rests 
on the shore of a remote Canadian island. Its 
slow decline finally reaches a head when the 
mainland government offers each islander 
a generous resettlement package-the sole 
stipulation being that everyone must leave. 
Fierce and enigmatic Moses Sweetland, 
whose ancestors founded the village, is 
the only one to refuse. As he watches his 
neighbors abandon the island, he recalls the 
town’s rugged history and its eccentric cast 
of characters. Avail 1/19/15
I AM RADAR by LEIF LARSEN
In 1975, a black child named Radar 
Radmanovic is mysteriously born to white 
parents. Though Radar is raised in suburban 
New Jersey, his story rapidly becomes 
entangled with terrible events in Yugoslavia, 
Norway, Cambodia, the Congo, and 
beyond. Falling in with a secretive group 
of puppeteers and scientists—who stage 
experimental art for people suffering under 
war-time sieges—Radar is forced to confront 
the true nature of his identity. Avail. 2/24/15

THE COUNTRY ICE CREAM STAR
by SANDRA NEWMAN
In the ruins of a future America, fifteen-year-
old Ice Cream Star and her nomadic tribe live 
off of the detritus of a crumbled civilization.  
Before reaching the age of twenty, they all die 
of a mysterious disease they call Posies—a 
plague that has killed for generations. When 
her brother shows signs of the disease, Ice 
Cream Star sets off on a bold journey to find 
this cure.  Avail. 2/10/15

THE ROOM by JONAS KARLSSON
Bjorn is a compulsive, exacting bureaucrat 
who discovers a secret room at the 
government office where he works-a secret 
room that no one else in his office will 
acknowledge. When Bjorn is in his room, 
what his coworkers see is him standing by 
the wall and staring off into space looking 
dazed, relaxed, and decidedly creepy. 
Bjorn’s bizarre behavior eventually leads his 
coworkers to try to have him fired, but Bjorn 
will turn the tables on them with help from his 
secret room. Avail. 2/17/15

THIS IDEA MUST DIE: SCIENTIFIC 
THEORIES THAT ARE BLOCKING 
PROGRESS by JOHN BROCKMAN
Each year, John Brockman, publisher of 
Edge.org—”The world’s smartest website” 
(The Guardian)—challenges some of the 
world’s greatest scientists, artists, and 
philosophers to answer a provocative 
question crucial to our time. In 2014 he 
asked 175 brilliant minds to ponder: What 
scientific idea needs to be put aside in order 
to make room for new ideas to advance? 
The answers are as surprising as they are 
illuminating. Avail 2/17/15

THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN by PAULA HAWKINS
Rachel takes the same commuter train 
every morning, flashing past a stretch of  
suburban homes, watching the same couple 
breakfasting on their deck. And then she sees 
something shocking. Unable to keep it to 
herself, Rachel offers what she knows to the 
police, and becomes inextricably entwined in 
what happens next.  A debut psychological 
thriller that will forever change the way you 
look at other people’s lives. Avail. 1/13/15
WOLF WINTER by CELIA EKBACK
Swedish Lapland, 1717. Maija, her husband 
and her daughters arrive from their native 
Finland, hoping to forget the traumas of 
their past and put down new roots in this 
harsh but beautiful land. While herding the 
family’s goats, Frederika happens upon a 
mutilated body. The death is dismissed as 
a wolf attack, but Maija feels certain it was 
a murder. Compelled to investigate, Maija is 
drawn into the dark history of tragedies and 
betrayals that have taken place on Blackåsen 
mountain. Avail 1/6/15 
DREAMING SPIES by LAURIE R. KING
Detectives Holmes and Russell find 
themselves navigating the beautiful but 
dangerous imperial corridors of a politically 
unstable Japan—and facing an old 
acquaintance in Oxford whose peculiar skills 
might prove more than a match for their own. 
Avail. 2/17/15

HUSH HUSH by LAURA LIPPMAN
Tess Monagahan is short on time, patience, 
and energy. She takes on a case outside her 
comfort zone, hired to assess the security 
needs of a very rich, very beautiful, and very 
imperious woman named Melisandre, who 
has returned to Baltimore to reunite with 
her estranged daughters. It’s a gutsy and 
controversial move by a woman who had 
relinquished her custody rights.  Especially 
when her youngest daughter died in her 
care—in what was determined to be an 
episode of post-partum psychosis. Or was it? 
Avail. 2/24/15

THE MAGICIAN’S LIE by GREER 
MACALLISTER
The Amazing Arden is the most notorious 
female illusionist of her day, renowned 
for sawing a man in half. One night, with 
policeman Virgil Holt in the audience, she 
swaps her saw for a fire ax. A new trick or 
an all-too-real murder? When a dead body 
is discovered, the answer seems clear. But 
under Holt’s interrogation, what Arden’s story 
reveals is both unbelievable and spellbinding. 
Avail 1/13/15

NEW AND NOTEWORTHYNew for Mini M&E'ers I’m Dirty by Kate & Jim 
McMullen
From the creators of I Stink! 
comes a digger who loves 
getting dirty! “Who wants 
to be clean when it’s so 
much fun being dirty?...I just 
LOVE my job!” Ages 4—8. Avail 1/6
Click, Clack, Peep! by Doreen Cronin
Farmer Brown, oh-so-sleepy, has a new, adorable-and 

LOUD-duckling to deal with. 
There’s trouble on the farm. This 
time the trouble is a four-ounce 
puff of fluff  who just won’t go to 
sleep, and whose play-with-me 
“peeps” are keeping the whole 
barnyard awake. Ages 4-8. 
Avail. 2/10/15

A Wonderful Year by 
Nick Bruel
A really cold winter. A 
demented fairy. A hippo 
named Louise. A talkative 
tree. Find out what other 
wonderful things a year 
can bring in these four interrelated stories—one for 
each season—by Nick Bruel, creator of the bestselling 

Bad Kitty books. Avail 1/6
Sick Simon by Dan Krall
Are germs gross, or great? Sick 
Simon learns how to be health-
conscious during cold and flu 
season in this clever picture 
book from the author-illustrator 
of The Great Lollipop Caper. 
Ages 4—8. Avail 1/6

Bad Kitty: Puppy’s Big 
Day by Nick Bruel
When Puppy and Uncle 
Murray go out for a 
walk, they’re in for a 
wild adventure in this 
hilarious and heartfelt 
new installment in the 
bestselling Bad Kitty series, 
the first to focus on the 
irresistible Puppy! Bad 

Kitty’s in a bad mood... a very bad mood, and Puppy 
is not helping! Ages 7—10. Avail 12/30/14.

Fancy Nancy: Nancy 
Clancy: My Secret Diary 
by Jane O’Connor
Everyone’s favorite 
fancy girl invites 
readers to record their 
secret thoughts and 
wishes in this diary, 
filled with full-color 
illustrated spreads, 
writing prompts, plenty 
of space to write and draw, and four sheets of 
stickers! Ages 6—10. Avail 2/3.

M&E Kool Kids

terrific teens Fairest: The Lunar 
Chronicles: Levana’s 
Story
by Marissa Meyer

 In this stunning bridge 
book between Cress and 
Winter in the bestselling 
Lunar Chronicles, Queen 
Levana’s story is finally 
told. Mirror, mirror on the 

wall, who is the fairest of them all?
Fans of the Lunar Chronicles know Queen 
Levana as a ruler who uses her “glamour” to 
gain power. But long before she crossed paths 
with Cinder, Scarlet, and Cress, Levana lived a 
very different story – a story that has never been 
told . . . until now. Ages 12 and up. Avail 1/27

21 Proms by 21 of your 
favorites...
From an amazing array 
of authors including John 
Green, David Levithan, E. 
Lockhart, Libba Bray, Ned 
Vizzini, and Holly Black to 
name a few. 
Prom. It’s supposed to be 
one of the best nights of 

your life. Or, at least, you’re supposed to have a 
good time. But what if you’d rather be going with 
your best friend’s date than your own? What if 
a sinister underground society of students has 
spiked the punch? What if your date turns out 
to be more of a frog than a prince? Or what if 
he’s (literally) an ape? Ages 12 and up. Avail 
12/30/14.

Ruth Reichl Event
Thursday, June 4th

Noon—2 pm 
Location TBD
Reservations 

Required
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The Radcliffe Reading Society

January 28th
Rain Reign 

by Ann M. Martin. 

Feburary 25th
Tripods: 

The White Mountains 
Matt Christopher

March 25th
The Iron Trial
Holly Black &

Cassandra Clare



50 Books Every Kid Should Read
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Wednesday, January 21 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Tell the Wolves I’m Home
Carol Rifka Brunt
In this striking literary debut, Brunt unfolds a moving story 
of love, grief, and renewal as two lonely people become 
the unlikeliest of friends and find that sometimes you 
don’t know you’ve lost someone until you’ve found them.

Wednesday, January 28 : 3:30—4:30 pm
RADCLIFFE READING SOCIETY (KID’S BOOK CLUB)
Rain Reign
Ann M. Martin
In her most powerful novel yet, Newbery Honor author 
Ann M. Martin tells the story of girl with mental/emotional 
challenges and the dog she loves.

Wednesday, January 7 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
How the Light Gets In
Louise Penny
Chief Inspector Gamache returns to Three Pines in the 
stunning #1 New York Times bestseller from Louise 
Penny. “There is a crack in everything. That’s how the 
light gets in.” -Leonard Cohen

McLEAN AND EAKIN BOOK CLUBS

Monday, January 12 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
The Magic of Reality: How We Know What’s Really True
Richard Dawkins
Richard Dawkins, bestselling author and the world’s 
most celebrated evolutionary biologist, takes a broader 
approach and uses his unrivaled explanatory powers to 
illuminate the ways in which the world really works.

Tuesday, January 20 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
The Good Lord Bird
James McBride
From the author of The Color of Water comes a NYT 
bestselling, tragically funny satire featuring one of the 
most colorful and forgotten characters in American 
history. 2013 National Book Award Winner for Fiction.

Monday, February 9 : 7—8 pm
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
The Swerve: How the World Became Modern
Stephen J. Greenblatt
An innovative work of history and a thrilling story of 
discovery, in which one manuscript, plucked from a 
thousand years of neglect, changed the course of human 
thought and made possible the world as we know it.

Wednesday, February 4 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
A Conestellation of Vital Phenomena
Anthony Marra
A story of the transcendent power of love in wartime, A 
Constellation of Vital Phenomena is a work of sweeping 
breadth, profound compassion, and lasting significance.

Wednesday, February 25 : 3:00—4:30 pm
RADCLIFFE READING SOCIETY (KID’S BOOK CLUB)
The White Mountains
John Christopher
Monstrous machines rule the Earth, but a few humans 
are fighting for freedom in this repackaged start to a 
classic alien trilogy ideal for fans of Rick Yancey’s The 
5th Wave. 

Wednesday, March 4 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Men We Reaped: A Memoir
Jesamyn Ward
In the space of four years, she lost five young men dear 
to her, including her beloved brother—lost to drugs, 
accidents, murder, and suicide.

Tuesday, February 17 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
The Boys in the Boat
Daniel James Brown
Irresistible story about beating the odds and finding hope 
in the most desperate times—the improbable, intimate 
account of how nine Americans at the 1936 Olympics 
in Berlin showed the world what true grit really meant.

Wednesday, February 18 : 10—11 am
COTTAGE BOOK CLUB
Dancing at the Rascal Fair
Ivan Doig
An authentic saga of the American experience at the 
turn of this century and a passionate, portrayal of the 
immigrants who dared to try new lives in the imposing 
Rocky Mountains.

Monday, March 9 : 7—8 am
ETHICS BOOK CLUB
State of War
James Risen
Risen shows again and again that the executive branch 
has dangerously overreached, repudiated checks and 
balances on its power, and maintained secrecy even 
with its allies in Congress.

Tuesday, March 17 : 7—8 pm
EVENING BOOK CLUB
Orphan Train
Christina Baker Kline
Captivating story of two very different women who build 
an unexpected friendship: a 91-year-old woman with 
a hidden past as an orphan-train rider and a troubled 
teenage girl.  

This incredible list by Chris Lee of Entertainment 
Weekly was too good to not pass along. Great 
reads guaranteed to create a life-long reader!

1Chris Lee. “Fifty Books Every Kid Should Read.” Entertainment Weekly. November 25, 2014. Print and online. 

TITLE author DESCRIPTION

Madeline 1939 Ludwig Bemelmans The spunky, much-loved, yellow-haired Parisian schoolgirl has her appendix removed. 

Green Eggs and Ham 1960 Dr. Seuss The try-it-you-may-like-it relentlessness of Sam-I-am makes this book a cherished favorite. 

Where the Wild Things Are 1963 Maurice Sendak Sendak’s small hero faces a recognizable swirl of childhood impulses—rage, fantasy, mischeviousness.

Bread and Jam for Frances 1964 Russell Hoban This classic tackles a little badger’s finicky palate with whimsy and empathy.

Strega Nona 1975 Tomie dePaola A cautionary tale about obeying orders—especially those of an Italian granny with a magic pasta pot. 

The Polar Express 1985 Chris Van Allsburg The thrill of Christmas brims from every page of Van Allsburg’s nostalgic take.

The Mitten 1989 Jan Brett A Ukranian folktale adaptation wrings unexpected humor from the woodland creature’s adventures.

Library Lion 2006 Michelle Knudsen A quirky story about a book-loving beat who learns that sometimes rules are meant to be broken.

The Lion & the Mouse 2009 Jerry Pinkney This retelling of Aesop’s fable makes a powerful case for random acts of kindness.

The Story of Babar 1931 Jean de Brunhoff An uplifting yarn—an orphan becomes the King of the Elephants!—that doesn’t surgarcoat life’s realities.

Charlotte’s Web 1952 E.B. White A cultural touchstone of American childhood about friendship and loss. Some pig, and some book!

The Ramona series 1955-99 Beverly Cleary By turns hilarious and poignant, these eight books set the standard for realistic children’s fiction.

A Bear Called Paddington 1958 Michael Bond Darkest Peru’s cuddliest exile offers an important lesson: the extraordinary lurks beneath the ordinary.

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble 1969 William Steig Be careful what you wish for! That’s the message that hits home in this charming donkey’s tale.

Tar Beach 1991 Faith Ringgold Weaving together memoir, African-American history, and magic realism to encourage dreaming.

The Magic Tree House series 1960- Mary Pope Osborne Shhh! Don’t tell your kids these books—blending together history and fantasy—are educational.

The Arrival 1960 Shaun Tan A graphic novel anout the upheaval of immigration told through fabulous pencil-drawn art.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid 1960 Jeff Kinney This “novel in cartoons” gives young readers a peek at the hazards and indignities of middle school.

The Black Stallion 1941 Walter Farley In this timeless adventure, a shipwricked boy tames a wild horse, unleashing both their potentials.

All-of-a-Kind Family 1951 Sydney Taylor No book delivers a more affirming message about family than this turn-of-the-century drama.

The Borrowers 1952 Mary Norton Kids will see themselves in the Lilliputians of the title—tiny, ingenious, vulnerable.

Island of the Blue Dolphins 1960 Scott O’Dell A wilderness survival odyssey that celebrates discovering resilience in solitude and strength in sadness.

James and the Giant Peach 1961 Roald Dahl A resourceful orphan finds friendship on a journey with magical insects.

The Phantom Tollbooth 1961 Norton Juster This adventure quietly endorses erudition—it’s a manifesto on wisdom being cool.

Where the Red Fern Grows 1961 Wilson Rawls An inspiring paean to childhood freedom and outdoor life about a boy and his dogs.

D’Aulaires’ Book of Greek Myths 1962
Ingrid & Edgar 
D’Aulaire Mesmerizing artwork and storytelling turn this book about the Greek gods into great entertainment.

Harriet the Spy 1964 Louise Fitzhugh A classic tale of espionage teaches kids the perils of brutal honesty—and also that “different” is okay.

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. 
Frankweller 1960 E.L. Koningsburg A sister-brother duo run away and hide inside New York’s Metropolitan Museum of Art.

Are You There, God? It’s Me, Margaret. 1970 Judy Blume Tackling both puberty and religious consciousness, this ia sensitive portrayal of preteen angst.

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 1976 Mildred Taylor This unflinching historical novel shows how dignity overcomes hatred and courage combats despair.

The Adventures of Captain Underpants 1997 Dav Pilkey Toilet humor and “laffs” abound in this book illustrated with road-tested appeal for reluctant readers.

Holes 1998 Louis Sachar A surreal mash-up of mystery and humor at a juvenille correctional camp—serious and seriously funny.

Bud, Not Buddy 1999
Christopher Paul 
Curtis Hope and good humor hit the road with a plucky orphan in search of his jazz-musician dad.

A Series of Unfortunate Events 1999-2006 Lemony Snicket The darkly funny mock-gothic series resists providing easy answers to its messy mysteries.

The Tale of Despereaux 2004 Kate DiCamillo An undedog story about three nonconformists that’s wry, suspenseful, and heartbreaking.

One Crazy Summer 2010
Rita Williams-
Garcia A kid’s-eye-view of the Black Power movement that examines the bonds of sisterhood and family.

Wonder 2012 R.J. Palacio Taking on issues such as bullying and disabilites while instilling hope in our flawed humanity. 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 1950 C.S. Lewis This fantasy strikes a universal theme: every child’s capacity for greatness.

A Wrinkle in Time 1962 Madeline L’Engle Not just an exhilirating space-travel fantasy but also a time-honored outlier of girl-friendly sci-fi.

The Outsiders 1967 S.E. Hinton Passed among readers like a sercret handshake, it’s packed with gangs, class warfare, and bromance.

Bridge to Terabithia 1977 Katherine Paterson This heartrending classic about friendship and loss is literary practice for real-life tragedy.

The Giver 1993 Lois Lowry The road to dystopia is paved with good intentions. Lowry’s world is colorless, her book is anything but.

The Harry Potter series 1997-2007 J.K. Rowling Harry grew up never knowing he was special, teaching all kids that each is special.

Monster 1999 Walter Dean Myers This nvoel about a Harlem teen on trial for murder shows how life can hinge on just one bad choice.

Esperanza Rising 2000 Pam Muñoz Ryan Political unrest and cultural turmoil upend this Mexican-American reverse-Cinderella tale.

The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2001 Ann Brashares High school BFFs share thrift-store jeans, a metaphor for another shared experience growing up.

The Book Thief 2005 Markus Zusak Set in the Nazi era, it presents reading as a survival mechanism—a lifeline to hope.

The Hunger Games 2008 Suzanne Collins Endlessly determined Katniss Everdeen is a woman warrior without equal in pop-culture.

Smile 2010 Raina Telgemeier A graphic memoir/dental drama that captures teens’ struggles with identity and appearance.

The Fault in Our Stars 2012 John Green An unsentimental cancer romance with a message: Even if your days are numbered, make them count.

AGES
3-5

AGES
6-8

AGES
9-11

AGES
12+


